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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
FAE Environment was commissioned by Bluegen Construction Limited to prepare a Transport Statement as part of the planning application submission for the extension of the existing Royal Oak Offices located at 1A Northumberland Close, Erith DA8 3HH.
This Transport Statement has been prepared in accordance with the Planning Practice Guidance of 2014 – “Overarching principles on Travel Plans, Transport Assessments and Statements”. This Transport Statement also considers the requirements within the National Planning Policy Framework of 2012 (NPPF).  
Site specific travel survey was undertaken for a period of five weekdays to determine the existing vehicular traffic associated with the application site. The survey results were used to determine the likely traffic and parking impact associated with the proposed extension. 
Findings of this Transport Statement indicate that, with mitigation measures employed, planning permission should not be refused for the development based on likely traffic related impacts.
.
1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 Context
FAE Environment Limited was commissioned by Bluegen Construction Limited to prepare a Transport Statement in support of the proposal for the extension to provide additional office floor at Royal Oak Offices at 1A Northumberland Close, Erith DA8 3HH. 
This report has been prepared in line with Planning Practice Guidance (March 2014): “Overarching principles on Travel Plans, Transport Assessments and Statements”. Consideration has also been given to the requirements of the National Planning Policy Framework of 2012 (NPPF).
1.2 Site Description
The site is situated to the rear of properties fronting Bexley Road and Northumberland Close with vehicular and pedestrian access achieved between the rear of 327 Bexley Road and No 1 Northumberland Close. The site is located in an area which is predominantly residential but there are a number of commercial units along Bexley Road in the vicinity of the site. 
The office encompass a gross floor area of approximately 142sqm and provides three car parking bays. Figure 1 shows the proposed development site.
Figure 1: Site Location Plan
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2. THE PROPOSAL
 Description of Development

The proposal is to provide an additional floor in the existing building, creating an increase in internal office space from 142sqm to 277sqm i.e. an increase of 135sqm.   The proposal will increase the office space available to Bluegen Construction Limited (Current occupiers of the existing building).

Car and Cycle Parking

A total of two cycle bays will be provided. There will not be any increase in car parking spaces. 

The current London Plan car parking standards require one car parking space per 100sqm to 600sqm of office space. Therefore, the total office area of 277sqm would require a maximum of three car parking spaces. 

The provision of three spaces on site therefore conforms to the current London Plan car parking standards. 
Access and Servicing Arrangements
The access and servicing arrangements will be as per the existing situation. 
The extension to the office space will not generate any increase in service vehicle trips.
3. LOCAL HIGHWAY NETWORK AND ACCIDENT ANALYSIS
3.1 Highway Network
Northumberland Close is an unclassified residential cul-de-sac which is defined as a minor access road in the London Borough of Bexley Council Unitary Development Plan. On-street parking is prohibited by double yellow lines restrictions (No waiting at any time) for the first 20 metres of Northumberland Close from the junction with Bexley Road. 
The remainder of the Close has restricted kerbside parking, although a number of dropped kerbs along the road around the turning head provide access to adjacent properties restricting on street parking. 
The existing office benefits from three car parking bays in a small car park area directly opposite the building entrance. 

The main access road to the development from Northumberland Close is approximately 3m to 3.5m wide. It provides access to the car park and garages located in the rear gardens of properties facing Bexley Road and Northumberland Close. The access road is approximately 35m long. 

3.2 Accident Analysis

The accident search undertaken using www.crashmap.co.uk has revealed that there has been no collisions recorded on the site access junction with Northumberland Close or on the A220 Bexley Road junction with Northumberland Close. 
The screenshot of the Crashmap website for this junction is shown in Figure 2 below. 

Figure 2: Crashmap Website Screenshot
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4. ACCESSIBILITY BY NON-CAR MODES OF TRANSPORT
4.1 Pedestrians and Cyclists
The site is located in a mature urban environment with very good footway network. All streets surrounding the site have a minimum of 2m wide footways on both the sides.

The pedestrian desire lines associated with the development would be to and from:

· Local shops on Bexley Road located within 120m walking distance from the site to the west;

· Northbound service bus stop on Bexley Road within 120m walking distance from the site; 

· Southbound service bus stop on Bexley Road within 260m walking distance from the site; and,
· Eastbound service bus stop on Coylers Lane within 210m walking distance from the site. 
The junction of Northumberland Close with Bexley Road is provided by dropped kerbs with tactile paving to assist pedestrian crossing.  There is a zebra crossing on Bexley Road approximately 100m south of the junction with Northumberland Close. The pedestrian route to the local shops and the bus stops is made up of footways and appropriate pedestrian crossing facilities. 
In the vicinity of the site, Carlton Road and Park Crescent are signed cycle routes approximately 650m north of the site. Park Crescent in turn provides route to the National Cycle Route 1. The site is therefore well connected to the local cycle network. The local cycle route map is shown in Figure 3.
      Figure 3: Local Cycle Route Map

     [image: image3.png]Sottom

S
&
E
mww
<
Ve
R

"

//





4.2 Public Transport
There are bus stops located within easy walking distance on Bexley Road and Coylers Lane. The bus stop locations are shown in Figure 4. 
     Figure 4: Bus Stop Locations
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   The bus routes that stop at these bus stops are summarised in Table 1 below. 

   Table 1: Bus Service Summary
	Service

 Number
	Route
	Frequency

	
	
	Monday – Friday
	Saturday
	Sunday

	89
	Lewisham Station – Slade Green Station
	5 to 7 buses per hour
	4 to 6 buses per hour
	3 buses per hour

	229
	Thamesmead Town Centre – Queen Mary’s Hospital Sidcup
	5 to 8 buses per hour
	5 to 7 buses per hour
	4 buses per hour

	602
	Thamesmead Town Centre – Townley Grammar School Bexleyheath
	2 services
	-
	-

	669
	Harrodian School – Hammersmith Bus Station
	2 services
	-
	-

	B12
	Erith Town Centre/Riverside – St Mary’s Road
	3 buses per hour
	3 buses per hour
	2 buses per hour


Table 1 shows that there are 3 frequent bus services (89, 229 and B12) which are each accessible within walking distance from the site, and provide 13 to 18 buses per hour per direction to locations including Lewisham Station, Slade Green Station, Thamesmead Town Centre, Erith Town Centre, Bexleyheath, and Sidcup.

4.3  Conclusion
It is considered that the accessibility to the site by non-car modes of transport i.e. walking, cycling, and by public transport (buses) is considered to be adequate for the type and scale of the development. 

5. TRAVEL SURVEY
A detailed travel survey was undertaken at the existing office in order to determine how the staff travelled to work by each mode of transport. The survey was undertaken over five weekday period from 28th November 2017 to 4th December 2017. The survey data for each day is provided in Appendix 1.0. 
The vehicular arrival/departure profile calculated for an average weekday based on the travel survey is provided in Table 2 below. 

Table 2: Average Weekday Arrival Departure Profile (Existing Office = 142sqm) 
	 Time
	In
	Out
	Two-way
	Parking Acc

	07:00 -08:00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	08:00 - 09:00
	1
	0
	1
	1

	09:00 - 10:00
	1
	0
	1
	2

	10:00 - 11:00
	1
	1
	2
	2

	11:00 - 12:00
	0
	0
	0
	2

	12:00 - 13:00
	0
	0
	0
	2

	13:00 -14:00
	0
	1
	1
	1

	14:00 - 15:00
	0
	1
	1
	0

	15:00 - 16:00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	16:00 - 17:00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	17:00 - 18:00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	18:00 - 19:00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Daily
	3
	3
	6
	 


Table 2 shows that on average the existing office site generates six two-way vehicle trips per day and there is a parking demand for up to two cars based on the current staff levels and their modes of transport. 

6. TRANSPORT IMPACT
The vehicular arrival/departure profile associated with the current office arrangement has been used to calculate the traffic impact of the proposed development. Table 2 shows that the current office site with a gross floor area of 142sqm generates an average of 6 two-way vehicle trips on a daily basis.  The arrival/departure profile associated with the proposed extension of 135sqm has been calculated by extrapolating vehicle trips in Table 2. 

The vehicular arrival departure profile for the proposed extension of 135sqm is shown in Table 3 below. 

Table 3: Weekday Arrival Departure Profile Associated with Proposed Extension of 135sqm
	Time 
	In
	Out
	Two-way
	Parking Acc

	07:00 -08:00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	08:00 - 09:00
	1
	0
	1
	1

	09:00 - 10:00
	1
	0
	1
	2

	10:00 - 11:00
	1
	1
	2
	2

	11:00 - 12:00
	0
	0
	0
	2

	12:00 - 13:00
	0
	0
	0
	2

	13:00 -14:00
	0
	1
	1
	1

	14:00 - 15:00
	0
	1
	1
	0

	15:00 - 16:00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	16:00 - 17:00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	17:00 - 18:00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	18:00 - 19:00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Daily
	3
	3
	6
	 


Table 3 shows that the extension would result in an increase in vehicle trips by 6 (two-way) on a daily basis. During typical commuter peak hours, the increase in vehicular traffic is only by one vehicle trip (two-way). 
In terms of the parking, the existing office generates an average demand for 2 spaces (see Table 2) and the proposed extension could generate a demand for another 2 spaces (See Table 3) i.e. a total parking demand for 4 spaces. 

The application site provides a total of 3 parking bays. Therefore a demand for 4 spaces could result in an overspill of one space only. Lack of an additional car parking space on site will put a downward pressure on car use and thereby conforms to the national policy to reduce the need to use the private cars. 
Paragraph 32 of National Planning Policy Framework (2012) states that:

Development should only be prevented or refused on transport grounds where the residual cumulative impacts of development are severe.
An increase in vehicle trips during peak hour by only one and a parking overspill of only one car as a result of the proposed extension is not considered to be severe and as such conforms to the National Planning Policy Framework’s sustainable transport policy. 

Additional mitigation measures to further ameliorate the traffic impact of the proposal are discussed in Section 7.
7. MITIGATIONS
1. A Travel Plan Statement has been prepared to ensure sustainable travel modes are promoted and the office staffs are encouraged to give up their car use for commuting for a sustainable mode of transport. The Client is prepared to implement the Travel Plan upon occupation. Each staff (new and current) staff will be given Travel Plan Pack. This Pack will include the information such as bus route maps and cycle maps. The Travel Plan will also set targets which the employer has to meet each year. These targets would be to reduce the car usage and to increase the use of sustainable modes of transport. 
2. The client is prepared to secure the Travel Plan Statement by way of a Planning Condition. 
3. Given the streets in the vicinity of the site restrict on-street parking either in the form of double yellow lines or in the form of dropped kerbs, the limited parking would put a downward pressure on car ownership thereby self-regulating the parking demand. 

4. London Plan 2016 requires 1 cycle space per 150sqm to be provided for offices in Outer London area. It is proposed to provide 2 cycle spaces for the proposed increase in office space by 135sqm. The cycle provision therefore exceeds the London Plan standards.
5.  The Client is prepared to sign up to Cycle scheme which allows them to loan cycles and cyclists’ safety equipment to employees as a tax-free benefit. In addition, lockers will be provided for the staffs who wish to cycle to work. The staff could use these lockers to store their cycle gear. The cycle lockers and any stands will be maintained in perpetuity. 
6. The Client will investigate feasibility to provide Ten Day Adult London Pass Travel Oyster Card worth £50 to staff. This incentive would be sufficient to form a habit. 

7. The Client is prepared to provide a guaranteed home ride for staff, in emergency situations, travelling by sustainable transport modes. This will either be in the form of a lift from the staff or by a taxi. 

Based upon the above mitigation measures, it is considered that the parking demand would be robustly managed to ensure the parking demand does not impact the surrounding street network. 
8. CONCLUSION
Transport Statement has been produced to demonstrate that the proposed extension to the existing Royal Oak offices would not create a severe traffic impact. The proposal will result in a total office space of 277sqm. 
The provision of three car spaces equate to approximately one space per 100sqm and this conforms to the current London Plan car parking standards for offices, and hence considered to be acceptable. 

Based on the current office travel pattern, the proposed office extension could generate only six two-way vehicle trips on a daily basis and only one vehicle trip during the commuter peak hour which is not considered to be severe in traffic engineering terms.
In addition, based on the current office travel pattern, the proposed office extension could generate parking demand for two car spaces. This is based on an un-managed parking regime. As such, due to already restricted streets in term of parking in the vicinity of the site, the limited parking would put a downward pressure on the parking demand associated with the proposal. 

The access and servicing arrangements will be as per the existing situation. The extension to the office space will not generate any increase in service vehicle trips.
The Client is willing to manage the car parking and for this, has proposed a number of mitigation measures which includes:

· To provide 2 cycle parking spaces on site; 

· To implement a Travel Plan which will be rigorously implemented including targets which the Client will have to meet annually; 

· To investigate feasibility to provide Ten Day Adult London Pass Travel Oyster Card worth £50 to staff;
· To sign up to Cyclescheme which allows the Client to loan cycles and cyclists’ safety equipment to employees as a tax-free benefit;and, 

· To provide a guaranteed home ride for staff, in emergency situations, travelling by sustainable transport modes. This will either be in the form of a lift from the staff or by a taxi.

Due to the already limited parking along with mitigation measures, it is considered that the demand for parking will be robustly managed to ensure there is no inappropriate parking. 

The Crashmap website shows that there are no highway safety issues that need addressing as part of this planning application. 
The proposed development therefore is in line with the NPPF’s sustainable transport policies and as such there are no highway reasons to refuse this planning application. 
FIGURE 5: PROPOSED BUILDING EXTENSION
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APPENDIX 1: TRAVEL SURVEY RESULT

VEHICLE ARRIVAL / DEPARTURE PROFILE PER DAY

	TUESDAY
	28/11/2017
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	 
	In
	Out
	Two-way
	Parking Acc

	07:00 -08:00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	08:00 - 09:00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	09:00 - 10:00
	2
	0
	2
	2

	10:00 - 11:00
	1
	1
	2
	2

	11:00 - 12:00
	0
	1
	1
	1

	12:00 - 13:00
	0
	0
	0
	1

	13:00 -14:00
	0
	0
	0
	1

	14:00 - 15:00
	1
	1
	2
	1

	15:00 - 16:00
	0
	1
	1
	0

	16:00 - 17:00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	17:00 - 18:00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	18:00 - 19:00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Daily
	4
	4
	8
	 


	WEDNESDAY
	29/11/2017
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	 
	In
	Out
	Two-way
	Parking Acc

	07:00 -08:00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	08:00 - 09:00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	09:00 - 10:00
	1
	0
	1
	1

	10:00 - 11:00
	1
	0
	1
	2

	11:00 - 12:00
	0
	1
	1
	1

	12:00 - 13:00
	1
	1
	2
	1

	13:00 -14:00
	1
	1
	2
	1

	14:00 - 15:00
	0
	1
	1
	0

	15:00 - 16:00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	16:00 - 17:00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	17:00 - 18:00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	18:00 - 19:00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Daily
	4
	4
	8
	 


	THURSDAY
	30/11/2017
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	 
	In
	Out
	Two-way
	Parking Acc

	07:00 -08:00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	08:00 - 09:00
	2
	0
	2
	2

	09:00 - 10:00
	1
	0
	1
	3

	10:00 - 11:00
	0
	0
	0
	3

	11:00 - 12:00
	0
	0
	0
	3

	12:00 - 13:00
	0
	1
	1
	2

	13:00 -14:00
	0
	0
	0
	2

	14:00 - 15:00
	0
	1
	1
	1

	15:00 - 16:00
	0
	0
	0
	1

	16:00 - 17:00
	0
	1
	1
	0

	17:00 - 18:00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	18:00 - 19:00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Daily
	3
	3
	6
	 


	FRIDAY
	01/12/2017
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	 
	In
	Out
	Two-way
	Parking Acc

	07:00 -08:00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	08:00 - 09:00
	2
	0
	2
	2

	09:00 - 10:00
	2
	0
	2
	4

	10:00 - 11:00
	0
	1
	1
	3

	11:00 - 12:00
	0
	0
	0
	3

	12:00 - 13:00
	0
	0
	0
	3

	13:00 -14:00
	0
	1
	1
	2

	14:00 - 15:00
	0
	1
	1
	1

	15:00 - 16:00
	0
	0
	0
	1

	16:00 - 17:00
	0
	1
	1
	0

	17:00 - 18:00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	18:00 - 19:00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Daily
	4
	4
	8
	 


	MONDAY
	04/12/2017
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	 
	In
	Out
	Two-way
	Parking Acc

	07:00 -08:00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	08:00 - 09:00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	09:00 - 10:00
	1
	0
	1
	1

	10:00 - 11:00
	1
	0
	1
	2

	11:00 - 12:00
	0
	0
	0
	2

	12:00 - 13:00
	0
	0
	0
	2

	13:00 -14:00
	0
	1
	1
	1

	14:00 - 15:00
	0
	1
	1
	0

	15:00 - 16:00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	16:00 - 17:00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	17:00 - 18:00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	18:00 - 19:00
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Daily
	2
	2
	4
	 


